Palm Beach Post December 2000 Auction and Book Sale


Silent Auction Guidelines

Where's the List?

In addition to printed lists, anyone on PBNI's computer network with a browser can see the auction lots at http://webserver/support/auction/lotlist.html Refer to this list when bidding by phone. 

The Silent Auction Guidelines (this document) are at http://webserver/support/auction/silent.html 

After the auction is over, a list of winners will be posted at http://webserver/support/auction/winners.html 

General information and the schedule are at http://webserver/support/auction/overview.html 
How to Bid

There are two ways to place a bid. You can come in person to the auditorium and write in your bid or you may call 837‑8397 (or 8397 if you're at the office.) You will be asked for your name, department, phone number and bid amount.

All lots have a minimum starting bid (usually $5) and bids MUST go up in increments of a whole dollar.

Bid with Care

You MUST honor your bids – ALL of them. You may not change your bid once it is written down. 

Phone Bidding

If you are a phone bidder, you'll be asked for the lot number and a brief description of the item. To avoid having to keep calling, you may give the auction worker a maximum bid. That means that the worker will watch the lots you are bidding on and will raise your bid if someone else bids on the item. The increase will be somewhat proportional to other bids. Once your maximum bid has been reached and you are outbid, the worker may try to you to give you one last chance to bid again if there is time. We try our best to help our phone-in bidders, but we can’t promise that we will always be able to catch every change on every lot, particularly late in the day when bids change rapidly. Phone bids will not be accepted during the last 15 minutes of bidding.

Bidding Wars

At every auction there are several lots that generate fierce last-minute bidding. Sometimes participants have lost the holiday spirit (and forget that the other bidder is someone they're going to have to work with the next day). To avoid conflicts, we have instituted a procedure for hotly-contested items: if you want to, you may signal to an auction worker that you would like to go to a sealed, signed final bid. You and the other parties will be asked to write down their final bids on separate sheets of paper and hand them to the worker. The highest bidder wins. In case of tie, the process will repeat until there is a winner.

Pencils Down!

At the end of the auction, all parties will be asked to step away from the Silent Auction area. Auction workers will check off winners and give them a card with the lot number and top bid written on it. The winner will take the card to the cashier, pay the amount and bring the card back to claim the lot. 

If You're Not Here at the End

If you are not here to pick up your item at the end of the auction, you must make arrangements with Nancy Allen at 4357 (820-4357) or Jan Norris at 4437 (820-4437) by Friday at 1 p.m. to do so or the item may be released to the next highest bidder. (If Nancy or Jan are away from their phones, leave voice mail.)

You win, You pay

In some auctions, we have had employees who have won several items and then decided that they couldn’t afford or didn’t really want all of them. Assume that you are going to win everything you bid on and plan accordingly.  Others have won with some extraordinarily high bids and then refused to honor the bids. We’ve also had some people who have placed false bids or changed bids made by others. Doing that is unfair to the other bidders and may result in your being disqualified from future auctions.

About that shrinkwrap….

We've had small (usually expensive) items disappear or be moved from one lot to another. For that reason, we have to wrap some lots in plastic. Please don’t handle the goods or remove them from the packaging.

It's All for Fun and Charity!

Things to keep in mind while participating in the annual auction: it’s fun; it’s for charity; the folks in the room are your colleagues with whom you will be working tomorrow; you’re getting a terrific buy on some great items. And, again, it’s for fun.

